
and Diplomatic  
Missions. 
We will also take 
the opportunity to 
discuss other matters 
affecting our district 
including the 
strengthening of our 
Association. 

  

Welcome to our first  
edition for 2015 and 
the fourth issue of our  

circulation. 

This edition we host  
contributors from a 
UHDA member, the 
Nairobi City County 
and an Upperhill  
resident who have  
given us a look at 
what was Upperhill 
and the future for the 

district.  

There will be a  
Stakeholders’ Forum 
on Wednesday, 25th  
February 2015 at  
Nairobi Club, Makuti 
Banda at 10.00 am.  
We have invited  
KURA to the Forum as 
the meeting will focus 
on the status of the 
roads construction 
project in Upperhill 
that has continued to 
affect negatively our 

businesses, residents 

WELCOME NOTE 

and very well secured 
such that we often  
visited friends in the 
area late into the  
evenings on foot.  
The biggest  
development project 
in the area during the 
80’s was the  
construction of Nyayo  
National Stadium 
Sports Complex on a 
grassy vacant plot 
along  

 (contd. page 3) 

Upperhill’s history dates 
back to colonial times 
and the establishment 
of Nairobi City. It  
originally occupied a 
much larger area that 
included Hurlingham 
and Government House.   
The area was an  
exclusive East African 
Railways & Harbours 
housing estate boasting 
its own hospitals, schools 
and clubs.   
Growing up in the area 

during the 70’s and 
80’s was an incredible  
experience. There were 
absolutely no traffic 
jams no matter what 
time of the day. I recall 
that a trip from  
Upperhill to Westlands 
in the morning and 
evening rush hours took 
10-15 minutes. There 
were hardly any power 
blackouts or water 
shortages. The  
neighborhood so quiet 

UHDA Newsletter 
UPP ER  H ILL  D ISTR IC T  ASSOC IATION  

A RESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE OF UPPERHILL 

Inside this issue: 

Welcome Note 1 

A Resident’s  

Perspective  

1 

Security 2 

Property in  

Upperhill 

2 

Transport 3 

A Resident's  

Perspective 

3 

NCC Column 4 

JAN– MAR 2015 

Issue 4 

 



SECURITY 

PROPERTY IN UPPERHILL 

Thinking about having an office in  
Upperhill?  
Here’s a brief insight,  
courtesy of Regent Management  

Limited. 

For companies seeking to buy  
property in Upperhill they should 
know that Upperhill is one of the most 
sought after areas in Nairobi and  
consequently it has become very  
expensive to buy property or rent 
space . It is currently undergoing  
major infrastructure upgrading  
programs that will ease traffic flow 

and improve power supply.  

Upperhill is very convenient to have 
an office because it is close to the 
city centre and not far from  
government offices. It is also  
relatively safe compared to other 
parts of the city and getting parking 
is not a big problem. One can get an 
office space average of 2,500 

square feet (sq. ft.) for a minimum of 
KES 120/- per sq. ft. per month. 
 
Unfortunately, with the increased  
commercial development the dynamics 
of urban economics have pushed  
ordinary residential out, and the future 
only gives a possibility of very high -
end apartments within a mixed  
development . Slowly these new  
apartments will gradually be  

converted to office use.   
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to Ongata Rongai and in 
his place we now have 
OCS Chief Inspector  
Catherine K. Ndung’u (the 
first female OCS in Capitol 
Hill Police Station, if we 
may add). She joined the  
station on 4th January 
2015 and is already  
adjusting to our busy  
district. She is willing to 
work and welcomes our  
cooperation and  

assistance.   

Kenya Power and Nairobi 

City County (NCC) have in 

the past months partnered 

together to rehabilitate 

the street lamps in not only 

the CBD but Upperhill as 

well. We are pleased to 

inform that they already 

have been working on the 

street lights on Bishops 

Road and 4th Ngong  

Avenue. They have 

promised to fix all the 

street lights in our  

District, so incase you 

note an area that  

requires their attention, 

give us a call and we 

will inform them. 

We have a new OCS! 
Chief Inspector Henry  
Kandie was transferred 

Sunset in Upperhill 



(contd.)  A RESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE OF UPPERHILL 

 Life 
was  
simple 
but not 

for long. 

 
By 

Alan 

Majisu 

Aerodromes Road  
bordering Uhuru  
Highway. That grassy 
plot was the venue 
where an international 
travelling circus group 
occasionally pitched tent 
and performed complete 
with wild animals and 
tightrope acts, much to 

my delight. Every year 
during Easter, the  
neighborhood kids would 
troop down to Bunyala 
Road/Uhuru Highway  
roundabout and watch the  
Marlborough Safari Rally 
cars speed off to and from 

Mombasa. 

TRANSPORT: UPDATES ON ROAD DEVELOPMENT 

The electricity poles along Hospital 
Road, Mara Road and Kilimanjaro 
Road were finally moved. We appre-

ciate Kenya Power for their effort. 

So far, Hospital and Elgon Road have 
been tarmacked on both the Left and 
Right Hand Side.  
Currently the Contractor is working on 
the drainage along Mara Road and is 
set to start excavation on the section 
outside Embassy of Japan . 
Along Hospital Road, the Contractor 
has been working on the bus park 
near Kenyatta Hospital and widening 
the Left Hand Side (LHS) of Elgon 
Road, in addition to putting the trench-

es on the LHS of Kilimanjaro Road. 

Unfortunately, despite the progress, 
some challenges such as; blockage of 
access 
road, as 
is the case 
of build-
ings along 
Hospital, 
Mara and 

Kilimanjaro, and con-
gestion on roads, as 
is the case on Ragati 
lane, have been 
quite a nightmare. 
NCC and KURA have 
been informed on 
the situation though we are yet to note 
any change. We are lobbying to have 
the parking on Ragati lane removed to 
ease up congestion as well as have the 

access roads created promptly .  

On more positive news however, Hospi-
tal Road B (the road between Old  
Mutual and KCB) has finally been  
allocated as part of Phase 1. Initially the 
route had been proposed for Phase II 
but further deliberation resulted to the 
project being a part of Phase I. So once 
Mara Road, Kilimanjaro Road, Hospital 
Road and Elgon Road have been opened 
officially to the public, KURA is set to  
embark on creating either a dual or  
single carriage way. The details on this 
project are still in the early stages and 

we expect affirmative confirmation soon. 
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Up to the late 1990s, Upper hill was an exclusive residential enclave for senior civil servants. This prime resi-
dential area started assuming a changed role thereafter when the CBD, where most commercial activity was 
concentrated, was hit by a wave of unending congestion. The suburb started accommodating commercial land 
uses.  Most of the one acre plots on which government servants were housed slowly started converting into com-
mercial use and one by one, skyscrapers were to dot the skyline of this suburb that has transformed into one of 

the city’s premier city within city that any Investor/entrepreneur worth their salt envy being associated with.  

As a county vested with the responsibility of providing services to all residents of the city we are glad to note 
that the Upper hill community have also moved ahead and created a community outfit that churns out a bulletin 
for the community to share information. The county government happens to share in this vision of your  
neighborhood and hastens to join the band wagon of contributing to this information sharing outfit. The Nairobi 
City County Government will periodically publish articles and information in this and subsequent editions of the  

Upper hill bulletin for the sake of your members.  

There are dos and don’ts that commercial players need to know about this city with a raft of Bylaws and laws 
governing the conduct of business . There is a whole range of requirements that one needs to meet so that they 
do not find themselves on the wrong side of the county government law. Developers need to keep abreast of 
the building code to ward off the hawkish county inspectorate. Restaurateurs have medical and food handlers 
certification to grapple with. While some professional cadres are exempted from the single business permit, a 
good number of them are still bound by this requirement, which they need to obtain to avoid getting on the 

wrong side of the law.  

The operations of Nairobi City County have been organized into 10 sectors viz: The Governor’s office; Public 
Service Management; Health Services Sector; Water, Energy, Forestry, Environment and Natural Resources;  
Land, Urban Planning and Housing; Finance and Economic Planning; Education, Youth Affairs, Children, Culture 
and Social Services; Information, Communication and e-Government; Public Works Roads and Infrastructure; 
Agriculture, Livestock Development and Fisheries; Trade, Industrialization, Cooperative Development , Tourism 

and Wildlife. This is the order in which we intend share this information with the Upperhill Community bulletin. 
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