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The 15 Year Journey 
For the last 15 years we have been bringing infrastructure improvements 

by raising issues directly to the national and county government authorities. 

Members of the executive committee have sat and met with various  

departments and ministries of both national and county governments 

where policies and priorities are decided. While the process has been slow, 

we have remained constant in delivering the agenda of improving  

Upperhill.  

We have enhanced civic pride and community spirit in the area through the 

various forums we have held over the years. 

It has been a long journey curbed with several challenges but we remain 

firm and committed to our vision of becoming the financial hub of East and 

Central Africa. 

Welcome to our first issue for 2016. We can’t thank you enough for your  

continued support, we anticipate great things for you which will soon be 

sharing. For now, enjoy your read.  
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The Traffic 
Menace 

Traffic congestion is a growing 
menace not just in Upperhill but 
in many metropolitan areas.  

Some people point to the 
growth of traffic congestion as 
evidence of the need for more 
infrastructure spending. Kenya 
Urban Roads Authority (KURA) 
are well ahead as missing links 
have been identified that will 
serve as exits/entrances in  
Upperhill. However, there are 
ways to manage traffic,  
particularly at times of peak  
demand, that are relatively  
inexpensive.  

One of the low cost solutions includes creating and encouraging companies or institutions to have 
different travel time. This means adjusting the working hours. For example, evening peak hours in 
Upperhill are usually between 4.50pm—6.30 pm. So if some offices adjusted to working at a  
timeline of 7.00am– 4.00 pm or 9.00am– 6.00pm, this would ease the congestion during peak 
hours.  

Another solution could be minimizing the number of vehicles coming in Upperhill. Although National 
Roads and Safety Authority (NTSA) encourages carpooling, the move has not been very  
successful. The alternative is for companies to hire or purchase vans or buses that can drop and 
pick staff outside Upperhill. A 33 passenger bus will reduce the vehicle count with an average of 9 
cars. This also solves the issue of parking which is a silent concern  griping property owners.  

One of the methods adopted in high traffic cities like New 
York is congestion pricing. Ideally there is a charge during 
the peak minutes or hours, or to charge a toll all day and 
make the toll higher during peak periods.   
Applying congestion pricing to roads is doubly effective  
because it can keep flows from declining to below the  
maximum capacity of the road.  

The other solution is rolled in the traffic police court where 
need for effective traffic management is crucial. In the past 
we have engaged with both NTSA and Kenya Traffic Police 
but the results were less visible. On our part, we will ensure 
consistent engagement highlighting hotspot areas such as 
the Bunyala roundabout, City Mortuary roundabout, Ngong/
Hospital road junction and Silver Springs roundabout.  

Bunyala Road with no traffic jam 
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Currently, of the three 

million residents of  

Nairobi, only 50 per 

cent have direct access 

to piped water. The 

rest obtain water from 

kiosks, vendors and 

illegal connections. Of 

the existing customers, 

about 40 per cent  

receive water on the 24

-hour basis. However, 

if Nairobi Water could 

be allocated 2 billion 

Kshs. They would in-

crease water supply to 

50,000 cubic metres for 

a period of 18 months. 

  

 - Nairobi Water and 

Sewerage Company 

 Upperhill Water 
There has been a major challenge of water supply, sewer bursts and 

leaks at Upper hill occasioned by the ongoing road construction /

expansion. Nairobi Water & Sewerage Company Limited is on top 

gear to ensure the supply is restored as quickly as possible and to 

this end reinstatement of pipe along Mara Road is ongoing where 

premises have been without water for a while now. 

This was occasioned by the existing pipes having been vandalized 

during construction of the above road. Once the work is completed 

the premises around Mara road will benefit from this undertaking. The 

work is expected to be completed in February 2016. 

We take this opportunity to inform our customers to ensure their water 

meters are located in an accessible place by our staff and such  

meters should be 300mm above the ground. 



Current Trends in the Kenyan Real Estate  
Industry 

Over the past decade, Kenya has experienced increased economic development leading to an  
expanding middles class with a higher purchasing power than ever before. This is itself has led to 
an obvious growth in the real estate industry accelerated (but not limited to) the following factors: 

 Demographics: Both the development of the local population towards a middle class and 
the increased influx of foreign residents has contributed to the overall well– being of the  
economy. The real estate market has vastly benefited from this trend evidenced with an  
increase in commercial and residential real estate. The median age in Kenya is 19 years,  
Indicating that a large portion of the population is only now entering the work force and gaining 
the ability to potentially invest in real estate.  

 Foreign Investment: Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) is a crucial element of any  
developing country’s future development. Cross– border investment aimed at obtaining  
sustainable interest and future growth is valuable to any economy, as it fosters competition and 
builds relationships across the globe. Kenya has attracted increased foreign capital in recent 
times with the real estate sector attracting external attention from both expatriates looking to 
relocate in Kenya, and corporations interested in expanding their operations in Africa. The  
Kenyan real estate market remains strong with a high demand for housing that is not matched 
by current supply. 

 Green Building Incentives: The construction designs help in conserving resources,  
controlling climate changes and reducing negative impacts on human health and the  
environment. Emerging trends have been made popular by an incentive of certification that  
recognizes the efforts of firms which are promoting eco– friendly designs within Kenya. The  
certification, Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) recognizes best-in-class 
building strategies and practices and has been adopted by a growing number of commercial 
developers. In the long run, it is anticipated that the trend will adopted by more residential  
developers.  

 Modern Infrastructure: With modern construction of world class roads, most developers 
have shifted their developments to places where developments are low in number. A good  
example is the Thika Super highway which has seen developments coming up along the  
highway, facilitated by the demand for houses around that area.  

 Technology Trends in House Hunting: Research has shown that 82% of all Kenyans own 
a cell phone and 19% have a smartphone, which they can access the internet. Additionally  
mobile payments have gained widespread popularity in the country, which can be attributed to 
its young, agile and tech savvy population. Analysis have shown that 36.21% of Kenyans  
searching for property listings are between the age of 25 and 34, reinforcing the theory that 
young individuals and families are house hunting online. 

 

KPDA is a representative body of the residential, commercial and industrial property development 
sector in Kenya. 

Upcoming Event: KPDA CEO Breakfast Forum on 18th February 2016,7.00am– 9.30 am at Inter-
continental Nairobi. The event features key speakers from the National Construction Authority and 
the Nairobi City County Government.  



Get In Touch 

With Us On: 

 

Upper Hill District  

Association 

Real Towers, 2nd Floor, 

Hospital road, Upperhill. 

+254 739584765 

upperhill@uhda.or.ke 

Visit us on the web at 

www.uhda.or.ke 

Or Follow us on  Twitter 

@uhda_KE  

REHABILITATION AND  
UPGRADING OF UPPER HILL 

ROADS (PHASE 1) 
 

The following road sections have been substantially completed and opened 

to traffic:- 

 Hospital road    1,060 metres 

 Elgon road    959 metres 

 Kilimanjaro road   493 metres 

 Mara road     730 metres 

 Bunyala road    230 metres 

 Upperhill road   150 metres 

 Lowerhill road   340 metres 

 

The Contractor is currently at 93% physical progress. The Kenya Urban 

Roads Authority (KURA) have already inspected the roads to which the 

Contractor was extended a period of 3 months to clean up, beautify, create  

walkways and drain covers. 

 

 

 

KURA engineers inspecting Elgon Road 
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